
Child Protection Policy

In May 2005, the Counci l  of  the BADMINTON England adopted a revised Chi ld Protect ion Pol icy for
badminton endorsing a document ent i t led "Chi ld Protect ion Pol icy and lmplementat ion Procedures in
Badminton".

Foreword
Badminton can and does have a very powerful  and posit ive inf luence on people -  especial ly young people.
Not only can i t  provide opportunit ies for enjoyment and achievement;  i t  can also develop valuable qual i t ies
such as sel f-esteem, leadership and teamwork. These posit ive effects can only take place i f  Badminton is in
the r ight hands - in the hands of those who place the welfare of al l  young people f i rst  and adopt pract ices
that support ,  protect and empower them.

The real i ty is that abuse does take place in sport  and in some cases coaches and other trusted adults in
sport  have been convicted of abusing chi ldren. BADMINTON England recognises that despite al l  the benef i ts
of part ic ipat ion, sport  can provide easy access to chi ldren and present opportunit ies for an individual who
wants to harm chi ldren. BADMINTON England accepts that the welfare and safety of young people and
vulnerable adults is the responsibi l i ty of  everyone, whether working in a professional or voluntary capacity.
Every adult  has a legal and moral responsibi l i ty to protect young people from abuse when involved in
Badmin ton .

Inportant

It leusenolethatthelerr lparents isusedthroughoutthisdoaunerrtasagenerictennlorepre.sentparenls,carcrsatrdguardians.

Pleasc note that the term yonrrg people c/so refers to players with disabililics and wtlnerable cdults.

Regu la t ion

1. Al l  individuals at al l  levels involved in Badrninton through BADMINTON England, must abide by
BADMINTON England's Chi ld Protect ion Pol icy and the Code of Ethics and Conduct ( ' the Code')  and al l
individuals,  by part ic ipat ing or being invol ' red in Badminton through BADMINTON England are deemed to
have assented to and thereby adhere to the pr inciples and responsibi l i t ies embodied in these documents.

2. Each and every const i tuent member of BADMINTON England including, without l imitat ion, al l  c lubs and
leagues shal l  be responsible for the implementat ion of the Chi ld Protect ion Pol icy and Procedures in
Badminton in relat ion to their  individual members.

3. Any act, statement or other behaviour that harms a child or group of children or poses a risk of harm to a
chi ld or group of chi ldren shal l  const i tute conduct that is i rnproper and thereby br ings Badminton into
disrepute. Such conduct wi l l  be dealt  with,  at  the appropriate level,  through the Discipl inary Procedure.

Responding to Disclosure, Suspicion or Al legat ions

It  is not the responsibi l i ty of  anyone working for BADMiNTON England or aff i l iated organisat ions in any
capacity,  whether paid or voluntary, to decide whether or not chi ld abuse is taking place or to invest igate i t .
I t  is the responsibi l i ty of  everyone in Badminton, however,  to ensure that act ion is taken to ensure that a chi ld
is protected appropriately.

Who to contact

Should you be concerned about the welfare of a young person you should contact a Child Welfare Officer
immediately at either club, county or at national level who will follow the procedures detailed below.

The Chi ld Welfare Off icer is a key role within Badminton and is crucial  in ensuring that BADMINTON
England's Child Protection Policy and lmplementation Procedures work in practice. The Child Welfare Officer
acts as the first point of contact for anyone (staff, volunteer, parents or children) who has a concern about a
chi ld and about poor pract ice/possible abuse by adults working with chi ldren. Each County wi l l  have a
designated off icer for Chi ld Welfare, and so wi l lan ever increasing arnount of junior c lubs.

lf a Child Welfare Officer cannot be contacted or is the subject of the allegation, then the person that has the
concerns about the young person's welfare must act themselves. lf you become aware of a possible abuse
situation then you should document your concerns and seek immediate advice from the local Social Services
or Pol ice who wi l l  advise on the act ion to be taken.


